The Era of Internet Broadband

"Innovations of Today, Technologies of Tomorrow"

Day 1: Internet Broadband: A New Dawn of Convergence

10 – 10:30: Opening Session

10:30 – 12:00 Session 1: " Internet Broadband: Towards a Converged World"

This session will study internet broadband from a technical perspective, in addition to the strategic impact it will eventually have on different business models. Femtocells are becoming a commercial reality, VoIP over 3G networks is becoming a mass market proposition and embedded broadband devices are becoming commonplace. Hence the session would tend to examine how different broadband applications impact the value chain. 

12:00 – 12:30 Coffee Break

12:30 – 02:00 Session2: "Digital Dividends: Anywhere, Anytime, Anything, by Anyone"

The expansion of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) to date has been mainly driven by scarcity. We would define scarcity as that of access, bandwidth, computing power and spectrum. This reality poses a serious challenge towards achieving Universal Service. Nevertheless, a combination of new digital technologies and the prevalence of Liberalized Markets have led to transforming these prospects turning scarcity into abundance by making low cost terminals and services available. This is realized by the so-called "4A vision," which indicates that information will soon be accessible "anywhere, anytime, by anything and anyone". This session will dwell on these prospects from a Digital Dividend perspective. 

02:00 – 03:30 Lunch

03:30 – 05:00 Session 3: " Broadband NGNs: The Evolution of Smart Homes" 

Broadband service providers are striving to supply more bandwidth to the home aspiring to start the transition from their current access networks to the Next-Generation Networks. This session explores the various new access technologies and investigates how they could be simultaneously administered. The session also examines new aspects of reaching new communities in the age of Smart Homes evolution. Moreover, some mobile operators are currently positioning HSPA as a direct substitute for DSL services recognizing the market gap presented by newly constructed remote compounds. Thus, how will the Global shift towards HSPA & LTE communities affect delivering mass-market broadband in light of Smart Homes evolution? 

Day 2: The Global Drive of Internet's Innovative Technologies

09:30 – 11:00 Session 1: "Converged Infrastructure Services and Applications: Network Neutrality’s Ongoing Debate"

11:00 – 12:30 Session2: "Broadband Services: Best Business Models for Today’s Consumer"

This session aims at exploring and examining the different aspects of new technologies that eventually offer an efficient, yet affordable service for today's broadband customers. Meanwhile, guaranteeing the multi-stakeholder benefits within the process is viewed as indispensable. 

12:30 – 01:00 Coffee Break 

01:00 – 02:30 Session 3: "Openness, Privacy & Security: An IG Perspective"

02:30 – 03:30 Lunch

03:30 – 04:30 Closing & Open Dialogue: "The Ramifications of the Financial Crisis: A Cross-cutting Theme" 

The Financial Crisis that recently hit the globe with the advent of 2009 certainly contributes to further complicating the dilemmas of the ICT industry around the world. It is to that end, that we tend to summarize the issues discussed during our two days conference, in light of the newly emerged aspect of the severe financial crisis we are currently witnessing.

